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Dear Beautification League members and friends: 
 

Recent Beautification League activities highlighted many of the wonderful qualities of our members and our 

organization.  League volunteers made the holidays beautiful throughout New Canaan.  We donated wreaths, 

decorated the bandstand at God’s Acre (definitely a location to sing about), reinvigorated the planters at Waveny 

House, and made the ABC House décor merry and bright.  John and Laura Walsh wrote:  “THANK YOU so much for your 

time, hard work and expertise to brighten up the ABC House for the holidays.  We greatly appreciate your wonderful 

surprise today!” 
 

Many enthusiastic members attended the annual Green’s Workshop and worked together in teams to create 

magnificent large wreaths.  It’s a fascinating group process of creative design and serious mechanics, involving stapling 

with heavy-duty electric staple guns and wiring evergreen boughs onto stable plywood frames.  Special thanks to Liz 

Orteig and Carolin Buttrick for coordinating Beautification League holiday projects.  (See photos) 
 

Our next exciting program on Wednesday, January 7
th

 at the Nature Center will feature nationally noted, New Canaan 

based landscape architect, Keith Simpson, sharing his expertise on the evolution of “Old Landscapes into New 

Landscapes”.  Keith’s presentation last year was “absolutely breathtaking”, so be sure to attend!  How perfectly fitting 

that Keith’s wife Debera will be introducing him.  (Both Keith and Debera are NCBL members.)  
   

Fundraising is a vital activity for all non-profit organizations, and in 2015, Beautification League members will be busy 

with two major fundraising projects.  Karen Hanson is leading preparations for our town-wide mailing of Annual 

Appeal letters.  All members will be given “homework assignments” to help with stuffing envelopes to be sent out to 

New Canaan households.  Faith Kerchoff has designed an attractive bookmark which is included with the letter. 
 

TABLESCAPES 2015:  “Très Chic” planning is off to a vigorous start with lots of ideas and energy!  Thanks to Gale 

Stafford for hosting our first meeting and coffee at her home.  Next Tablescapes meeting will be held on Tuesday, 

January 6
th

 – time and location to be announced.  As with Annual Appeal, all members will be recruited to participate 

following initial planning. 
 

Let’s all strive to embrace the “holiday spirit” of kindness, joy, generosity and wonder as we move forward and 

welcome the New Year of 2015!   Proud to be: Volunteers Making New Canaan Beautiful!   
 

Warmly – 

Carol Seldin     cwseldin@optonline.net 

www.newcanaanbeautification.org 

UPCOMING DATES:   

January 6 - Tablescapes planning meeting - location TBD 

January 7 - Program at Nature Center with Keith Simpson 

January 21 -  Board Meeting at Waveny House 

April 29/30 - Tablescapes ‘Très Chic’ 



 

 

Keith E. Simpson,  

Landscape Architect/

Environmental Site Planning 

Wednesday, January 7th

 

Coffee:  9:30 a.m.  

Program: 10:00 a.m. 

New Canaan Nature Center 

Join us and bring a friend! 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  

Sponsored by 

Volunteers making New Canaan beautiful! 

Join us for Keith’s return to the podium.  

This year’s talk will be about why, and 

how, some important landscape changes 

come about, and his observations of the 

decisions and processes behind them.  

Keith will present examples of results, 

both public and private, using local, 

regional and some overseas locations. 

with Keith Simpson, 

Landscape Architect 



                                                        “Many hands make light work!” 

Many thanks to everyone who helped us make the 2014 Annual Appeal so successful! 

On January 7
th

 we will start working on the 2015 appeal - - for mailing March 1
st

. 

We are encouraging everyone to address envelopes again this January.  You will be able to pick them up at the 

Wednesday, January 7
th

 NCBL Program at The Nature Center.  The “appeal bags” contain a list of addresses, cover 

letters, bookmarks, remittance envelopes, and envelopes to address.  Handwriting the envelope makes a difference 

in personalizing the mailing.  We are NOT allowed to write a personal note of any kind on the letter this year (per post 

office bulk mail requirements). 

Thanks for your support of this important fund raising campaign. 

Looking forward to seeing you in January! 

Enjoy the season! 

Karen Hanson  Karen Hanson  Karen Hanson  Karen Hanson  Karenh81@optonline.net  203-966-5140 

Left to right: Gale Stafford, Jane Campbell, Sara Hunt, Libby 

Butterworth, Jayne Meythaler, Carol Seldin, Shirley Stancik, Peggy 

Dannemann, Faith Kerchoff, Yvonne Hunkeler, Tracey Ozendo  

TABLESCAPES TABLESCAPES TABLESCAPES TABLESCAPES ---- Très Chic! Très Chic! Très Chic! Très Chic!    

New Canaan Beautification League ladies met at the home of Gale Stafford to plan TABLESCAPES 2015 “Très Chic!” to 

be held April 29
th

 and 30
th

 at Waveny House in New Canaan.  Tablescapes is a biennial two day event first launched in 

2009.  It is a community-based celebration of table-top design and an important fundraiser for Beautification League 

activities supporting 150 hanging baskets, 35 triangles and the work of the traveling trowel volunteers who maintain 

landscapes at notable public spaces.  Talented designers will create lush and imaginative table arrangements and local 

clothing boutiques will display fabulous fashions.  Plan ahead to welcome Spring 2015 –  in all its floral glory – by 

attending TABLESCAPES “Très Chic!” - design showcase, gala luncheon and casual tea. This is an event not to be 

missed. For information on how to participate, call Carol Seldin at 203-966-6963. 





A Round of Thanks to Greens Workshop, Waveny House and Bandstand VolunteersA Round of Thanks to Greens Workshop, Waveny House and Bandstand VolunteersA Round of Thanks to Greens Workshop, Waveny House and Bandstand VolunteersA Round of Thanks to Greens Workshop, Waveny House and Bandstand Volunteers    

Let us give ourselves a great big pat on the back! 
 

We came out in great numbers and made the most beautiful wreaths for the town.  I think the workshop is one of the 

most fun activities that we do, and is nice to meet and partner with the Garden Club members.  Many hands make light 

work. 
 

Many thanks to Agneta Aspinwall, Susan Bergen, Eileen Boehme, Carolin Buttrick, Peggy Dannemann, Lisa Ferrante, 

Jane Gamber, Margery Gardner, Sara Hunt, Faith Kerchoff, Kathy Lapolla, Ellen McMahon, Ceci Murray, Tracy Phillips, 

Bianca Romano, Sandy Siegel, Susan Smith, Megan Steele, Barbara Whitcomb and Eva Wingate for their help and 

dedication at the workshop. 

A special thank you goes out to the stalwarts who continued on to work on the Waveny planters, the planters in front 

of Mrs. Green's and the pocket park at the front of the RR station: Eileen Boehme, Carolin Buttrick, Peggy Dannemann, 

Carol Seldin, and Susan Smith. 
 

Special thanks also go to the bandstand decorators:  Libby Butterworth, Peggy Jay, Kathy Lapolla, Tracy Phillips, Bianca 

Romano, Danielle Romano, Carol Seldin and honorary member, Sarah Steele. 
 

We are proud of our organization, the many talented artistes and the energy we bring to beautifying our town.  Thank 

you everyone. 
 

Liz Orteig Liz Orteig Liz Orteig Liz Orteig andandandand Carolin Buttrick,  Carolin Buttrick,  Carolin Buttrick,  Carolin Buttrick, co-chairs    





Mrs. Robb’s Bonnet 

By Joan Sargent         JANUARY 2000 
 

Horticultural history has it that a certain English lady, 

Mrs. Robb was in Turkey in 1891, taking a fancy to a 

small plant, and she took it home in her hat.  And so 

Euphorbia robbiae was named. 
 

This particular perennial is un-Euphorbia-like in its 

partiality to shade, even dry shade under trees. 

Primarily used as a ground cover, it spreads gradually 

and densely.  The dark green glossy leaves are 

evergreen and grow in rosettes.  In very early spring, 

lime-green floral heads appear and last for weeks. 
 

Try using this under a yellow-foliaged plant - perhaps a 

Mock Orange Philadelphus aureus or a needled 

evergreen of a golden shade. 
 

A good winter combination with the Euphobia and a 

must for flower arrangers would be Arum italicum var. 

‘pictum’.  Its dramatic large spear-shaped leaves have 

prominent white veins.  Going dormant in summer it 

starts back to life in the fall and looks spectacular all 

winter.  New seedlings may not show the variegations 

right away.  Once established, you will have bright  red 

berries in late summer.  The evergreen Hellebore 

foetidus is another good companion plant.   
 

If you want to be sophisticated you could add 

snowdrops and white crocus. Planting them close to 

the roots of perennials, giving them protection from 

varmints.  All these plants are quite drought resistant 

and do not seem to be palatable to the deer.  You 

would want to plant them close to your house to give 

you something to look at during the bleakest days of 

winter. 

 
Joan Sargent, a longtime member and master gardener who 

passed away in August 2012; wrote about 24 gardening 

columns for NCBL through the years for our newsletter.  We 

are reprinting them again. 

Top 2 photos:  Mrs. Robb’s Bonnet and other wood spurges are 

deer resistant because the characteristic Euphorbia milky sap is 

slightly poisonous.  It can irritate hands. 

Hardy to 10 below zero F, zones 5 to 9.  Great for rock gardens, 

pots mass plantings in dappled shade. 

Bottom above:  A Euphorbia sport, Red martin called Red 

Spurge, would perk up a bed!  It’s a cross between Euphorbia 

amygdaloides and Euphorbia characias. 

Left:  Arum italicum’pictum’ leaves. 



Around Thanksgiving time we noticed piles of 

deer scat?  Oh. No! 
 

They are not supposed to be in the garden.  We 

fenced them out about 12 years ago. 
 

Let’s see what our camera caught . . . And there 

they were - red handed (or hooved)! 
 

As we searched the perimeter, and thanks to a 

light dusting of snow, we searched for their 

entry spot.  We think they entered down on the 

back corner, where the new house construction 

has given running room to launch over the 

fence.  There were two spots with guide wires 

broken.  We are getting some repairs now so the 

deer will not make Lee Garden their winter 

munchy focus.  If you go for walks be on the 

lookout.  Chase them out as Betsy and Dom 

Sammarco have done.  Or tell us.  Thanks. 


